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Steinbach Credit Union
Regular Residential Mortgages

4.00%
TheAnnualPercentageRate(APR) isequivalent to
the Annual Interest Rate (AIR),and assumes that
no fee(s) apply.If fee(s) are required as part of the
application processing, any fee(s) would increase
your APR. Restrictions apply. See us for details.

THIS RATE CHANGES
AS THE SCU VARIABLE
RATE CHANGES

South Winnipeg 475-9130
North Winnipeg 334-2800
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Pocket homes, at 154 Kate Street, left, are designed to be 
attractive, affordable single-person dwellings as dignified 

alternatives to seedy rooming houses. Above: 1 Flora Place, a 
collection of tidy one-storey townhouses. The projects recently 
won awards from Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp. for their 

innovative designs.

IT appears innovation in creating affordable 
housing is alive and well in Manitoba.    

Evidence of that came in the form of four 
Manitoba-made housing projects taking home 
top honours at the recent 2008 CMHC Housing 
Awards: Flora Place in Winnipeg, Pocket Hous-
ing/Suites, also in Winnipeg, Penfeld Place in 
Steinbach and Billy Halcrow Subdivision in Cross 
Lake.

An impressive feat, considering a total of 16 awards were 
handed out.

“It’s not only a great honour for us, but for Manitoba,” 
said Laurie Socha, general manager of Sam Management 
Inc., who along with the MMM Group (formerly ND Lea), 
Cohlmeyer Architects — with additional support from the 
CMHC, Caisse Populaire, City of Winnipeg, Winnipeg Hous-
ing & Homelessness Initiative, J & J Penner and the Spence 
and Centennial Neighbourhood Association — made Pocket 
Suites at 156 Kate St. a reality. “It was a real group effort 
that resulted in providing affordable housing that promoted 
the dignity of individual residents.”

Socha added the pocket suites concept was conceived 
by the MMM Group’s Paul McNeil in an effort to find an 
alternative to rooming houses, where housing conditions are 
often substandard, and occupants must share limited space.

Awards
  in the 
house
Manitoba projects recognized
by CMHC Housing Awards

By Todd Lewys 

Continued
Please see AWARDS E4
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Call Jeff Silverstein 793-9013

•Credit Assist Programs
•Private lending available
•Affordable monthly mortgage payments
•Ability to fix most credit problems
•Consolidation loans
•Reduce monthly credit card / loan debt

HOMEDEAL FINANCIAL

TIP OF THE WEEK

Dripping water rattles the nerves, discolours sinks, and suggests faulty or
worn-out plumbing. Burned our bulbs or faulty wiring leave prospects in
the dark. Don’t let little problems detract from what’s right with your home.

associates realty
Each office independently owned and operated

Check Faucets
and Bulbs

Brought
to you by

Insulate under
your carpet
with P2000

FORT DISTRIBUTORS LTD.
938 McPHILLIPS ROAD
ST. ANDREWS, MB.
204-785-2180

Email: grant@fortdistributors.com
Website: www.P2000manitoba.com

3/8 P2000 installed as an insulated under lay, under carpet
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If you are carpeting your basement concrete floor, use

P2000 as an insulated underlay, and enjoy a warm and

cozy basement this winter. For essentially the same

money as regular underlay you can purchase P2000 and

notice an immediate difference in the warmth of your

basement. P2000 comes in 4 x 8 sheets or 4’ x 72’ rolls.

1065 Dugald Road

Call: 233-8822
www.aqua-tech.ca
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MON - 9–8, TUES,WED - 10–6, THURS, FRI - 9–6, SAT - 9–5

We make bathrooms beautiful for you!

BOOK YOUR
RENOVATION TODAY
FOR 2009 AT 2008

PRICING.
LIMITED TIME OFFER.
(SALE ENDS DECEMBER 12, 2008)

Al Bernier
255-4204

performance realty

“ROCK” SOLID SERVICE

D. Keith Baxter ESQ.
(204) 987-2100

www.century21.ca/keith.baxter

“Each office is independently
owned and operated”

CENTURY 21 Carrie.com

Laura Fouad
477-0500

professionals

“Cohlmeyer Architects (in the 
person of Steve Cohlmeyer) did 
a great job of designing single-
persons housing that fit on lots 
that weren’t large enough to fit 
single-family units,” she said. 
“There are two houses with eight 
units of about 230 square feet 
each. They’re small, bright and 
have private entrances and their 
own kitchen and bathroom. It’s 
a pilot project; we’re waiting to 
make sure everything works be-
fore moving forward with more.”

Another good news story in the 
city’s North End can be found at 
1 Flora Place, the former site of 
100 homes built to temporarily 
house soldiers returning from 
duty in the Second World War. 
Back in 1999/2000, approxi-
mately three-quarters of the 
homes were demolished. The city 
then approached the Winnipeg 
Rehabilitation and Housing Corp. 
about redeveloping the site. After 
receiving a $3.6-million grant 
from the Winnipeg Housing and 
Homelessness Initiative (WHHI), 
the project was a go.

Today, 28 new one-storey 
townhouses (ranging from one 
to three-bedrooms) with grade-
level entrances — complete with 
front porches — have replaced 
the wartime homes.

“We’re very proud of Flora 
Place,” said the WHRC’s Menno 
Peters. “It was a challenging 
project in that the area was very 
personal to area residents. We 
had lots of meetings to assure 
them that it would be benefi-
cial to the area — and to retain 
community spirit. The fact that 
the CMHC recognized the need 
was great. It’s been a big thing 
to those in the community — 
it’s been great to get residents 
brand-new homes to live in. It’s 
just icing on the cake to be rec-
ognized.”

Peters said the project — a col-
laboration between the commun-
ity, professional agencies such as 
Prairie Architects and the three 
levels of government — has been 
a real shot in the arm to the com-
munity.

“It’s been a wonderful addition 
for several reasons — the homes 
are bigger, starting at 600 sq. ft 
and up (the old wartime homes 
were about 400 sq. ft. in size), the 
homes are visitable and Prairie 
Architects built a beautiful inner 
courtyard into the design,” he 
said. “Now, residents can not 
only enjoy their homes, but get 
together on their front porches 
or in the courtyard and enjoy the 
weather and each other.”

Meanwhile, Penfeld Court — 
located at 151 Penfeld Drive in 
Steinbach — is providing safe, 
affordable housing to those with 
mental-health issues, or who are 
living on fixed incomes.

“It goes without saying that 

we’re very encouraged by the 
award,” said James Friesen, CEO 
of Eden Health Care, owner/oper-
ators of the three-storey, 24-suite 
complex. “There just wasn’t 
affordable housing available for 
those with mental illness or fixed 
incomes to go to, so we came 
up with this concept. Everyone 
came together to make it happen 
— the CMHC, Manitoba Hous-
ing, lending institutions and the 
community. The project created 
strong partnerships that will 
endure beyond this project.”

Most importantly, added 
Friesen, Penfeld Court is a place 
where people can go to regroup 
in a clean, safe setting that 
allows them to have their own 
private space — at an affordable 
price.

“The key is that having your 
own space preserves your dig-
nity — everyone should have a 
good place to live. At the same 
time, Penfeld Court also helps 

combat the stigma associated 
with mental illness that those 
suffering from different chal-
lenges don’t deserve a good place 
to live,” he said. “Truth is that 99 
per cent of recovery takes place 
in the community. A decent, af-
fordable place to live plays a key 
role in getting better.”

Billy Halcrow Subdivision 
in Cross Lake, the final award 
recipient, is another example of 
ingenuity. Geothermal heating 
was to used to allow for optimum 
energy-efficiency throughout the 
building process, while the over-
all design was aimed at provid-
ing energy-efficient, affordable 
homes for residents of central 
Manitoba’s Cross Lake Band. 
Not only is geothermal heating 
exceedingly green, but it will 
reduce heating and cooling costs 
— and enhance interior comfort 
in homes year-round.

lewys@mts.net 
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Continued from E1

COURTESY PENFELD COURT

Penfeld Court in Steinbach, top and above, provides dignified living quarters to individuals recovering from 
mental illness, which officials say is a key factor in making a full recovery. The project was also recognized by 

CMHC for innovative thinking. 

 76% of 
 Winnipeg 
 adults in 

 management 
 positions 
 read the 
 Winnipeg 

 Free Press.
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